
Whether you’ve just moved to a 
new city, you’re looking to branch 
out of your usual social group, or 
you’re just shy about meeting 
strangers, there are some great 
socializing apps for kindling 
strictly platonic relationships.

If you want to invite your 
neighbors to a house party or need 
a local bar recommendation, meet 
your virtual community bulletin 
board, NEXTDOOR (Free, iPhone). 
It’s like your Facebook feed, but 
only with people living around you. 
Your neighborhood is verifi ed by 
comparing your bank card billing 
address, and every user is required 
to use full names when joining. 

The team behind PATOOK (Free, 
Universal) is so committed to 
platonic friendships that they’ve 
developed an Automatic Flirt 
Detection (AFD) algorithm that 
parses basic sentence structures, 
diff erentiating between “you are 
hot” and “the weather is hot.” 
AFD also notices when someone

is repeatedly messaging someone 
without getting a response, among 
other observations.

BumbleBFF is a sub-feature
of BUMBLE (Free, iPhone), a 
self-described “for women, by 
women” dating app created by 
Tinder co-founder Whitney Wolfe. 
While men and women can use 
Bumble for romance, only women 
can use BFF. Both romantic and 
platonic features of the app work 
the same way, though; you fi ll out 
your profi le, and start swiping on 
nearby women who are also 
looking for new friends. If you
have a match, you have 24 hours
to message each other before your 
connection vanishes. 

HEY! VINA (Free, iPhone) is 
another location-based, women-
only friendship app that asks you
a series of basic questions, such 
as whether you prefer meeting up 
for coff ee or drinks (or both!). 
Connection to Facebook is 
mandatory, so your profi le is 

automatically fi lled out for you. 
You’re encouraged to chat fi rst. 

Now, imagine Facebook – but
for dog people only. MEET MY DOG 
(Free, iPhone) is a simple solution 
to a dilemma well-known to dog 
owners: where can I fi nd a friend 
for my dog – and myself? In this 
private social network, you can 
share photos of you and your dog, 
fi nd out who else is nearby, chat 
with other dog owners, and 
schedule playdates with pooches.

Maybe you don’t believe in 
judging a book by its cover.
REAL – MEET NEW FRIENDS (Free, 
iPhone) doesn’t let you see the 
other person’s face until you 
match. There’s no gender fi lter, 
either – this optimistic app 
matches you solely based on 
interests and personality traits. 
Once you’ve matched, the app 
even suggests local coff ee shops 
and volunteering opportunities the 
two of you could partake in, to get 
to know each other better.
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You have 24 hours to initiate conversation 
with your connections on BumbleBFF.

You can use the point system on Patook
to weight your friendship criteria.

Imagine if your Facebook feed were 
populated by cute dogs instead of politics. 
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